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Economist Milton Friedman 
says government subsidies to 
develop a supersonic transport 
plane would be a step toward 
socialism. 

Friedman’s statement was 
- submitted to the Senate-House 
: Economic Committee in ad- 
vance of hearings starting to- 
day on whether to revive the 
: SST project. 

Sen. William Proxmire (D- 
Wis.), the committee chairman, 
said in releasing Friedman’s 
testimony yesterday that his 
main objection to development 
of the SST is that “the govern- 
ment has no business paying 
for a plane that is strictly for 
commercial use and private 
profit.” 

Funds for the project were 


P mgre ? s ln a 1971 Proxmire, agreeing with 
fight led by Proxmire. him, said the taxpayer should 

Friedman said he favors not toe asked to fund “a plane 
building an SST in the United that will be- used by less than 
States “if private enterprise 3 per cent of the public and 
finds it profitable to do so af- where all the profits would 
ter paying all costs, including flow to private investors and 
any environmental costs im- corporate officers ” 
posed by third parties ” - He said that during two days 

But he said he opposes of hearings his committee will 
governmental subsidization of look into reports that some 
the SST for exactly the same form of federal assistance for 
reasons that I oppose govern- SST development is under 
mental subsidization of the consideration toy the adminis- 

production of food, or of auto- tration. 
mobiles, or of furniture, or of Friedman, who underwent 
electric power.” open heart surgery Dec. 15 

1 believe m the free enter- was released yesterday from 
prise system,” Friedman said. St. Mary’s Hospital, Rochester 
A governmental decision to Minn. Mayo Clinic surgeons 
produce an SST largely at it? performed the operation on 
own expene is a step toward Friedman, 60, who has suf- 
socialism and away from free fered from coronary artery 
enterprise.’ disease. ( 


